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MISSOULA-A sudden change in U.So Forest Service policy announced Friday , May 6, may have a
significant affect on the summers of at least 30 UM students, according to Ken Wall,
administrative assistant for the Wilderness Inst itute in the Uni vers i t y of Montana School of
Forestry.
11
The students, who will be participating in a non-credit fiel d program sponsored by
institute's
the
I
Wilderness Studies and Information Center, may find their data and reports of

unusually vital significance within our nat i on 's wildland planning process," Wall said.
A new Carter Administration initiative calls for greatly accel erated wildland decision
making within the next year.

Planning decisions have yet to be made for some 5 million

roadless acres within a 100-mile radius of Missoula alone, according to Wall.
Agriculture Undersecretary Cutler announced the unexpected policy change during
Congressional hearings in Washington, D.Co, on Friday, May 6.
announced
On Monday, Wal l
1
· that Wilderne ~ s Institute st udy groups will spend the better
part of the summer in the field working on four different projects related to wildland planning.
One study group will perform wild and scenic quality and recreational use inventories
on all Montana's rivers, followed by on-site analysis of several prior ity waterways, he said.
Another group will compile dispersed recreational use data for the non-classified
Rattlesnake area adjacent to the north edge of Missoula.
nonA third group will collect recreational use and impact data for the

1 federal west

slope of the Mission Mountains.
According to Wall, with land agencies making final decisions about more acreage than
ever within the next year, the information gathered by these student study groups will
constitute significant contributions to the data upon which such decisions are based.
-more-
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He said this is particularly true for the fourth Wilderness Studies field group, which
will be researching use and impact patterns as well as wilderness quality of the Great Burn in
Idaho.
"Formally titled the Hoodoo New Study Area, the Great Burn is the area featured in the
Wilderness Institute's planned studies most likely to receive congressional consideration in
the near future," Wall said.
The area gets its popular name from a forest of snags--the remainder of the great fire
of 1910--which characterizes a large part of it.
Now the subject of a formal Forest Service study for Wilderness classification,
according to Wall the area also features abundant wildlife, as well as archaeological sites
which document the presence of humans in Idaho nearly 5,000 years ago.
Student groups led by the Campus Recreation Department at

~1

have frequently used the

Great Burn as a cross-country skiing area.
John Mercer, a UM sophomore in journalism, who will participate in this summer's study,
said students in his group will be working to augment agency and citizen data collection in
the area.
Mercer said the Forest Service has asked the Wilderness Studies and Information Center
to organize a summer study of the area because of the need for data on the Great Burn.
Wall noted that for several summers now, student participants in the field study
program have conducted research in national forests governed by the same officials who now
administer the Hoodoo New Study Area.
Wall said relations between the student organization and the Forest Service officials
are very good.

He cited a letter recently received from the agency which complimented students

on last summer's data.
"They found our reports useful," Wall explained, "because we discovered important
details about the areas which hadn't been known."
The Wilderness Studies and Information Center, which represents two student-run program
areas within the Wilderness Institute, is parially funded by the Associated Students of UM.
Additional information may be obtained by phoning Wall, or Tom Daubert, Wilderness
Institute editor at UM, 243-5361.
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